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FROM THE EDITOR

With a total prize purse of US$29.2m for the
Saudi Cup raceday and with the Dubai World Cup
race meeting pot being increased to US$35m, the
world of horse racing sees tremendous increase
in the industry investment in the Middle East. This
investment will only grow bigger, and if rumours
are to be believed with the other GCC countries
poised to launch their own international race days
soon.
The industry is expected to see a flurry of new
owners over the next 24 months from the region
and a burst in purchases of top quality
international horses.
The Saudi Cup has attracted attention from all the
major Thoroughbred ownership groups around the
World. Top conditioners see this as the perfect
opportunity and time for their horses to attempt
races on the Saudi Cup card and then proceed
onwards to attempt the Dubai World Cup before
heading
home.

In this issue we speak to Ballydoyle master Adian
O’Brien about his plans for the horses heading to
the region, Top conditioner Satish Seemar,
Founder of Phoenix Thoroughbreds’ Amer Abdul
Aziz, Jebel Ali Racecourse and stables’ master
Nicholas Balachard and many more
Enjoy Reading
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AIDAN O’BRIEN AND THE STORY OF
THREE GALILEOS

"“If Magic Wand performs well (in the Saudi Cup), we plan to aim her at the
Dubai World Cup"

The master of Ballydoyle proposes to
leave no stone un-turned with his Dubai
World Cup string this year. The
additional incentive of The Saudi Cup is
too tempting to be ignored.
Aidan O’Brien has shortlisted three
horses from the cream of his crop to
represent the stable on Dubai World
Cup day. Coolmore bred Epsom Derby
winner Anthony Van Dyck will join St.
James Palace Stakes winner Circus
Maximus and Gr.1 Mackinnon Stakes
winner Magic Wand at Meydan at the
end of March. Magic Wand has a prior
engagement in Saudi before she heads
down to Dubai for the main Dubai World
Cup race.
“If Magic Wand performs well (in the
Saudi Cup),.

we plan to aim her at the Dubai World
Cup (race),” said O’Brien
The track at Saudi has recently had the
seal of approval from several top-notch
jockeys including champion jockey,
Frankie Dettori. “The ground is perfect.
We want to have it like this race day.
Today the test went with flying
colours.” Although O’Brien has not been
to the track yet, his team inspected the
track several weeks ago.
“The track looks good. The lads went
out there a few weeks ago and were
happy with the surface.” O’Brien’s wins
at Meydan include the Gr.1 Dubai
Sheema Classic with St Nicholas Abbey
(2013) and three Gr.2 UAE Derby wins
with Daddy Long Legs (2012), Lines Of
Battle (2013) and after a five-year
hiatus with Mendelssohn (2018).

“I’ve been going to Meydan for a long
time.”
“Its an amazing track. It’s a beautiful
and fair track and everything for a horse
is done to perfection,” said O’Brien.
The son of Galileo out of
Believe’N’Succeed (Exceed and Excel) is
being aimed at the Gr.1 Dubai Sheema
Classic while the other son of Galileo
out of Duntle (Danehill Dancer) is being
pointed at the Gr.1 Dubai Turf.
The popular Anthony Van Dyck was
disappointing in his last start at Sha Tin
as Glory Vase ran out an emphatic
winner of the Gr.1 Hong Kong Vase.
However, he is in good form for his next
start in the Sheema Classic. “He is a
very relaxed horse. He is very fast and
has a great attitude.

” His other prodigy, Circus Maximus has
been a revelation since failing to stay
in the Gr.1 Investec Derby and, though
co-owned with the Coolmore partners
is a sixth Moulin winner to carry the
two-tone blue of the Niarchos family,
while Aidan O'Brien adds this success
to that of Rock of Gibraltar in 2002.
"He's a really good, tough horse who
enjoys his racing," the family's racing
manager Alan Cooper had said after the
race while speaking from Kentucky.
O’Brien revealed, “He is a good
traveller. He could be a very nice 4YO.”
Although the Dubai Turf is a ‘wee’ bit
longer than the Prix Du Moulin,
Ballydoyle’s master definitely believes
this horse can take on the best. All
three horses are sired by leading
Coolmore sire, Galileo. The son of
Sadler's Wells out of Urban Sea has
been champion 3yo in Europe, winning
the Epsom Derby, Irish Derby & ‘King
George’ in very fast times.
His most famous offspring is Frankel,
who went unbeaten for his entire 14
race career, and has become one of the
world's most successful stallions with
10 Individual Group 1 Winners and 21
Individual Group 1 performers from five
crops, to date.

The Master of Ballydoyle doesn’t do
things by halves and has a long-term
plan in place for his Dubai string already
in mind.
While Magic Wand is likely to go back to
Hong Kong after the Dubai World Cup,
Anthony Van Dyck is likely to be aimed
at the Gr.1 Coronation Cup while Circus
Maximus will take a tilt at the Gr.1
Lockinge in Newbury.” Royal Ascot is
also not far from his mind. “Those are
the sorts of horses we will take to
(Royal) Ascot."
” For a man who has been part of horse
racing at the highest level, he is not one
to be pressured or awed by the
spotlight.
“Each horse is different. We take things
one race at a time. We take our time.
And we let them tell us what it is they
want to do.” The massive conglomerate
Coolmore has put their trust in the man
with the lilting Irish accent, who they
know will do right by the one thing that
matters, the horses.

SATISH SEEMAR: BRINGING IN THE
BEST OF DUBAI TO RIYADH

“He’s been a great horse for us at Zabeel. He’s won all three legs of the (Al)
Maktoum Challenge at Meydan, so we are taking our best horse to Saudi
Arabia”

Trained by the master of Dubai’s Zabeel
Stables, North America is all set to take
on the world’s greatest this weekend, in
the US$20m spectacle.
Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov owned
Dubawi gelding was third behind
Kimbear and Secret Ambition, in his last
start, the Al Maktoum Challenge R1. The
impressive front-runner has arrived in
Saudi Arabia earlier this week and his
conditioner, Satish Seemar seems to be
well pleased with his Group One winner,
“He and my other horses arrived around
11.45, I believe, and all went well with
the flight” “He’s been a great horse for
us at Zabeel and he’s won all three legs
of the (Al) Maktoum Challenge at
Meydan, so we are taking our best horse
to Saudi Arabia,” Seemar said. “It’s very
special for us.”

Seemar confirmed North America will be
ridden by Richard Mullen.
Seemar’s plans for North America were
foiled by unexpected bad weather last
year. Looking back Seemar says, “North
America wasn’t tired, he just didn’t like
the muddy, sloppy track. Heavy rain on
Dubai World Cup Day badly affected the
conditions of the track.”
North America is a 6YO son of Dubawi
who began his career in the UK before
being transferred to the UAE in 2016.
He won his first four starts at Meydan
over a mile, including the Gr. 3 Firebreak
Stakes.
In fact Seemar’s favourite racing
moment with North America was when
he claimed the fire break.

“He was very impressive, with his three
wins before that winning by an average
of 7-8 lengths each time so we were not
surprised when he crossed the line in
front again in the Gr.3 Firebreak
Stakes.” Says trainer Satish Seemar.
Seemar purchased him for a client at
the Racing in Dubai Sale. “He was always
a very impressive and imposing looking
horse but he has strengthened and
grown again in the year that we have
had him.” Said Seemar of the bay
gelding. “For such a big, strong horse he
is a true professional.
Like any racehorse, he likes to go to the
races and enjoys the atmosphere of the
crowds. The amazing part of having him
in training is that his work rider Abdul
Sattar, is a very fragile, small looking

"We are sending our best sprinter with Gladiator
King and a very promising 3YO that we really like
in Lake Causeway."

person with great hands who goes to
prove that strength doesn’t always
work on these powerful athletes,” said
Seemar with pride.
Another charge who is expected to
make his appearance on Saudi Cup
raceday is Seemar’s new American
import who has been unbeaten in his
two starts at Meydan, Gladiator King.
"We are sending our best middledistance horse, our best sprinter with
Gladiator King (USA) and a very
promising 3-year-old that we really like
in Lake Causeway (USA). I can’t do
much else to compliment these races.”
Dubawi Stakes on opening night of the
DWC Carnival and then the Gr.3 Al
Shindagha Sprint in his last start.
Seemar is widely travelled and has
studied horses under many greats
including Monty Roberts. "Monty
Roberts, who taught me horsemanship,
is my guru.

Says Seemar “Till this day we are still in
touch. Any questions I may have about a
horse I’m confused about, all I have to
do is call and discuss it with him. I try to
visit and spend time with him once a
year. After I finished my Equine Science
studies in California, I was fortunate
enough to work with Taylor Made farms
in Lexington, Kentucky. I consider the
Taylor family one of the top business
families in the racing and breeding
profession.
I owe a lot to them for teaching me the
business side of my profession. Due to
these top two organisations (Monty
Roberts and Taylor Made farms) I was
lucky enough to be offered the job by
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum to take over Zabeel
Stables where I have now resided for
the last 27 years.”

PHOENIX THOROUGHBREDS:
LEADING FROM THE FRONT

"We are very excited about being able to compete in the first-ever Saudi Cup.
We have been big supporters of the race since it was first floated as an idea."

In the rich and varied history of the
thoroughbred racing, everyone who has
risen to any kind of prominence has
done so with bringing in their own
flavour and set of experience and
expertise that they bring on. At any
given farm or a stable, the key recipe
for success is always the set of people
that work behind the scenes to bring
the pieces together.
“The secret sauce”, if you will lie in
these details. Under the formidable
guidance and direction of Amir
Abdulaziz, Phoenix Thoroughbreds has
grown considerably in the last few
years.
Their stable stars include Gronkowski,
Advertise, Axelrod, Exceedance, Little
Menace and Loving Gaby

Gronkowski is aimed at the upcoming
US$20m Saudi Cup. He was last seen in
the Gr.1 Maktoum Challenge R2 behind
Benbtl and Military Law. TF speaks to
Phoenix Thoroughbred's CEO Mr. Amer
Abdulaziz about their plans:
Q: How is Gronkowski doing in his prep
for the Dubai World Cup rematch? What
Carnival races will he be expected to
compete in?
A: This campaign has been all about
getting him ready for his two main
targets. Since his excellent run in last
season's Dubai World Cup, we've been
targeting the 2020 renewal and the
Saudi Cup. He's had two runs this
season at Meydan and we've been
happy with them both. He's a big horse,
so it takes some time, and races, to get
him fully fit.

We didn't want him to peak too early
and Salem (bin Ghadayer) has done a
fantastic job of bringing him along
slowly. He should be spot-on now and
we hope for a big run in both races. He
has proved in the past he is a horse who
thrives on the big occasions.
I don't expect he'll run at the Carnival
again before the World Cup, but we'll
see how he comes out of the Saudi Cup
Q: Please tell us more about his plans
for the Saudi Cup?
A: We are very excited about being able
to compete in the first-ever Saudi Cup.
We have been big supporters of the
race since it was first floated as an
idea. This is what global racing is all

about, the best horses racing against
each other on the World stage. I was
lucky enough to spend some time in
Saudi last year and their passion for
racing is only matched by their
ambitions for the sport. It's a really
exciting time..
It's shaping up to be a very classy race
but Gronk fully deserves to take his
chance. As we've mentioned, we've
been happy with his preparation and we
are hopeful that given he only has a
short flight from Dubai will also be an
advantage over some of those coming
from further afield. We think he can run
a big race.
Q: Have you made any plans for him to
race after the Dubai World Cup raceday?
A: Much of that will depend on how he
performs and comes out of the race.
Despite being a five-year-old he hasn't
had much racing and while he's showing
us he can compete at the top level
there's no reason why he won't continue
to run in these global events.
Q: Please tell us a bit more about
Gronkowski as a horse? How did he
come to you and what has his journey
been like? What makes him an exciting
horse?
A: We bought Gronkowski at the
Tattersall Craven Sale in New market for
300,000 Guineas. It's fair to say he's
paid that back and then some! Naming
him as we did drew a lot of attention
and he's one of the horses we can
credit with announcing our arrival on the
World stage so he'll always be a special
horse for us. He's taken us on quite a
journey from his wins in England, to his
second to Justify in the Belmont and of
course the thrill of his near-miss at last
year's Dubai World Cup.
He's a bit of a character away from the
racecourse too. He loves to be petted
but can just as quickly turn round and
give you a nip! He also loves his food,
which might be one of the reason's he
needs a few runs to get fit.
He's exciting because of his talent. He's
shown how good he can be and when's
he's on the song he can be among the

"I was lucky enough to spend some time in Saudi last
year. Their passion for racing is only matched by their
ambitions for the sport. It's a really exciting time"
best in the World on dirt. He also seems
to save his best for the big occasion
and you can see it in his body language
that he loves the limelight.
Q: Who are your other stable stars this
season, how are they doing and what
races are their being aimed at?
A: A lot of people seem to have
forgotten about Axelrod. He was good
enough to make the field for the World
Cup last year. He was probably short of
a run on that night and with luck, we'll
see the best of him this time. We hope
he'll be heading back to the World Cup
again.
Internationally we have plenty to look
forward to. Loving Gaby will target all
the major Group One sprints while
Prague looks to have an exciting future

now he's unbeaten in a couple of runs.
We also have a small stake in Group One
winner Exceedance who after running
for more top-class honors’ looks to be a
ready-made stallion.
In the US, Lady Apple looks to have
improved again and was very good when
beating a couple of Grade One winners
in the Houston Ladies Classic. She'll go
to Oaklawn next where there are a few
options. We also have a horse called
Little Menace that we hope can run in
some top races soon.

"We are a little disappointed we won't be getting a rematch against Thunder
Snow. We would have liked the chance to try and get the better of him."

As for Europe, now that Advertise has
retired to stud it's all about horses for
the future. We have some very talented
unraced 2YOs & 3YOs ready to run this
coming turf season while horses like
Melody King and Frankenstella should
start showing their potential.
Q: Which was the first Dubai World Cup
race you've attended ?
A: I was lucky enough to be at the first
Dubai World Cup. It was such an exciting
concept and to see it all come to
fruition was amazing. To think 25 years
later and it's gone from strength to
strength.
It provided the perfect result too with
Cigar coming out on top. Here was this
superstar coming over from America
and performing to his best in front of
the World. I think that has set the tone
for the race ever since, while it also
captured the collective attention of the
American racing industry which has
been vital to the growth of the race.

Q: What excites you about Dubai and
Meydan?
A: Under the guidance of HRH Sheikh
Mohammed Dubai has become the
international hub for business. The
racing at Meydan reflects that. You get
horses from all over coming to compete
for some fantastic prize money. The
atmosphere on World Cup night is a
truly unique experience and they really
look after their owners. Also, there is
something very special about racing
under the floodlights there. The whole
experience is World-class.
Q: And finally, which horses would you
like to see on the field going up against
Gronkowski in the Dubai World Cup
meeting?
A: We are a little disappointed we won't
be getting a rematch against Thunder
Snow. Having been beaten so narrowly
by him, we would have liked the chance
to try and get the better of him. I think
with any race like this you want to take
on the best.So with luck,

the top US horse like Maximum Security
and Midnight Bisou will come after
running in the Saudi Cup and likewise
Benbatl. He was mightly impressive the
other night so would be hard to beat but
with a fully
fit Gronkowski we might be able to give
him a race. Of course, we'd like to see
Axelrod have another crack as well.
Q: What are your aspirations for your
string in the decade?
A: The next decade will be about
improving on what we have both on and
off the track. We want to compete more
regularly in the top races so we will be
looking at ways to do that. We'll also
continue to expand our breeding
operations. This past six months we
have had our first homebred winner and
recently celebrated breeding a Gr.2
winner. This is a vital part of our
business and we are aiming to add
plenty of quality to our stallion and
broodmare ranks.

STRI: INSTRUMENTAL IN WORLD CLASS
RACING ON A GREAT TRACK

"Our involvement in racing and equestrian facilities is extensive,
working at internationally renowned racecourses for more than 20 years."

STRI is the world’s leading sports
surface solutions provider. Their vastly
experienced teams of consultants,
researchers, designers, planners and
engineers provide a full suite of end-toend project service solutions across
natural and artificial sports surfaces.
STRI was the principal contractors for
the turf track at the King Abdul Aziz
Racecourse, which plays host to the
US$29.2 million Saudi Cup race day this
weekend.
Ten Furlongs speaks to Richard
Stuttard, who operates as Head of
Consultancy at STRI Group and has been
with the company for nearly 20 years
about the Saudi Cup turf track project.
Q: Please tell us more about the work
done

by STRI group for the King Abdulaziz
Racecourse.
A: Firstly, we should note that STRI is
delighted and honoured to be selected
by his Excellency Prince Bandar bin
Khalid Al Faisal as the Principal
Designers Contractors for engineering
and construction of the new turf track
at King Abdulaziz Racecourse. Striving
to achieve the wider National Vision
2030 we believe this facility will form
part of a network of world-leading
venues in the region and create a global
powerhouse of natural turf racing.
Our team has provided an end-to-end
design and build a solution to Riyadh
Equestrian Club working to a brief of
developing a turf racetrack of worldleading standard.

Q: What is special about the new track
designed and installed by STRI Group for
the King Abdulaziz Racecourse?
A: Prince Bandar’s vision was to create
a track which will perform to the highest
possible standards and has been
constructed using the finest materials
available. To meet the needs of a winter
race in Saudi Arabia, the track has been
established with a “cool season” grass
species – ie a species usually found in
more temperate climates. This grass
thrives in the winter climate of Saudi
Arabia and, when combined with a
special blend of stabilizing fibres
incorporated into the mix, it provides a
surface which not only performs
exceptionally well but also looks visually
stunning.

In addition, the entire design, build and
establishment of the track was
undertaken in a record-breaking period
of just six months, requiring a largescale resource input to achieve such a
fast turnaround.
Q: How did you start the initial design
and preparation work? Did you have any
concerns about growing and maintaining
the quality of grass required for a turf
track in Riyadh?
A: STRI has made its name developing
elite sports surfaces across the world
and our in-house R&D combined with
global network means that we are able
to adapt to even the most challenging
of situations.
The key challenges associated with this
project were timescales and climate.
Following the engagement, our teams of
researchers and consultants quickly
established the most effective way of
producing a surface that would meet
the needs of our client and our on-theground mobilization was almost
immediate, to ensure we made the most
of the time available to us to deliver.

Q: What the elements involved when
designing and building for a world-class
racecourse? Were there any concerns?
A: Engineering a track of this standard
is a highly complex process requiring
input from world-leading experts in
drainage,irrigation,construction
materials biomechanics.
The primary constituents that make up
the track are relatively few in number,
but the type and amounts of those
constituents are critical to making the
track a success. First steps are to
understand the baseline environment of
the development site. Our team
conducted a detailed study of the site
including a comprehensive review of
climatic conditions.
From there, an extensive materials
selection regime was undertaken,
taking a range of sands and gravels
from around the Kingdom and testing
them for their compatibility to create a
firm surface ideal for racing. This root
zone, once mixed with stabilizing fibres,
provides the perfect medium within
which to install the grass surface.

The construction process itself was
rapid and extensive resources were
drafted from across the GCC to
excavate the existing track material
and install the new. Timing was critical
and the earth movement work had to be
completed at breakneck speed as we
needed to be ready to sow with the
cool-season grass species as soon as
temperatures reached the optimal evel.
Once sown, a daily bespoke
maintenance regime was developed to
ensure the correct levels of water and
fertilizer applications were applied to
maximise strong sward establishment.
Deep rooting was critical to develop a
grass surface that not only looked
fantastic, but also held together under
the stresses created by a galloping
horse. After several months of careful
maintenance, we are delighted to have
presented and demonstrated, during
the recent test event, a track that is
befitting of this prestigious race event.
Q: What does STRI specialize in? Please
tell us about some of your other
landmark projects.
A: STRI specialises in the design and
construction of elite sports surfaces.
We have a large team of technical
specialists devoted to developing the
latest technologies and construction
techniques relating to sports surface
development. We are world leaders in
cutting edge R&D enabling our team of
designers to create the highest quality
playing surfaces in the most efficient
way. Coupling our design capabilities
with our construction services allows
us to deliver a project from the very
beginning to the very end.
In our 90-year history, we have
supported a wide range of sporting
environments, from international
tournaments such as the FIFA Football
World Cup, Wimbledon Tennis
Championships and The Open Golf
Championships, through to the Olympic
Games. We operate from multiple
offices around the world servicing
clients globally.

Our involvement in racing and
equestrian facilities is extensive,
working at internationally renowned
racecourses for more than 20 years. In
2012, STRI designed and built the
equestrian course for the London 2012
Olympic Games and racing and
equestrian projects around the world
including Ascot, Longchamp, Churchill
Downs and Eagle Farm.
Q: How do you provide sustainability and
design for the future?
A: Sustainability underpins STRI’s
approach to all design and projects. Our
R&D teams are continually innovating
technologies to make developments
more sustainable, through the
construction and operational phases of
their lifecycles. This not only relates to
sustainability from a climate
perspective, with the key pressures of
course being water and resource use,
but we also work with clients to design
facilities which will fit their business
model needs in the short, medium and
long-term.

For example, water use per capita in the
Middle East is amongst the highest in
the world. Current forecasts suggest
that local aquifers will run dry in the
next 20 years. STRI develops
technologies and techniques to reduce
the water requirement of natural turf.
Q: How do you choose which projects to
get involved with?
A: We have made somewhat of a name
for ourselves as being problem solvers.
We have the capability to meet the
needs of a client in situations where the
requirements of the project may be
deemed challenging or unsustainable.
HRH Prince Bandar’s project in Riyadh is
a great example of this – the
timescales, climate, resource
availability and the need to have a
surface of exceptional quality all make
this project a challenge.
However, it is exactly those kinds of
projects that we relish the opportunity
to get involved in. We will work on sites
from the smallest sports facility,

Q: Passion is defined by values such as
continuously moving forward,
innovating, and improving. What are the
values by which you see STRI defines
this passion?
A: The STRI Group mission is to deliver
outstanding services and solutions to
every client. To achieve this, we employ
talented, visionary and passionate
people who have a burning desire to
succeed. It is only when we collaborate
and integrate ideas across the STRI
Group that we can help to shape and
create the future global sporting
landscape. STRI Group’s central tenet is
to be forward-thinking, ambitious and
brave, yet remain true to our core
principles of excellence, improvement
and solutions rooted in science. It is by
these values that we define our passion
as they breed excellence across teams
and drives business success.
For more information about STRI
services, mail enquiries@strigroup.com,
call +44 (0) 1274 565131 or
visit strigroup.com.

AMERICAN RAIDERS MIDNIGHT BISOU,
SIR WINSTON AND MUCHO
GUSTO BEGIN SAUDI VOYAGE

""Choosing the perfect bridesmaids' dresses, whilst avoiding sartorial-related
fights, can seem like a mammoth task. How do you ensure everybody "

Champion Older Female Horse of 2019
Midnight Bisou will make her start in the
most valuable race in the world, the
Saudi Cup. If she wins, the US$20m
affiar, she will add US$10m to her
career earnings.
"She's a tremendous horse. I think she
looks fabulous right now and is training
as good, if not better, than ever," said
trainer Steve Asmussen.
Owned by Bloom Racing Stable, Madaket
Stables, and Allen Racing, Midnight
Bisou has won or placed in 18 stakes
over her 19-race career and earnings of
US$3.75 million.
The Saudi Cup and its supporting races
will be held at King Abdulaziz Racetrack
in Riyadh. Set to travel with her is
Woodford Racing's Engage,

who is being targeted for the Riyadh Dirt
Sprint, a US$1.5 million race at 1,200
meters. Engage placed a strong fourth
in the Gr.1 Breeders' Cup Sprint (after
winning the Gr.2 Ogden Phoenix Stakes.
In her last workout before the long
journey to Saudi Arabia, Asmussen
timed her galloping out 6 furlongs in
1:12.60 and seven furlongs in 1:25.60.
“That’s just who she is, and it’s what’s
going to be required when you’re going
for a $20 million purse,” said the
top-conditioner.
Midnight Bisou is a stronger horse right
now than the one who finished second
in the Breeders’ Cup Distaff.

If all goes as planned, Midnight Bisou
will ship straight from Saudi Arabia onto
Dubai for a start in the US$10 million
World Cup alongside stablemates
Engage and Rowdy Yates. Engage runs
in the US$1.5 million Saudi Sprint while
Rowdy Yates starts in the US$800,000
Saudi Derby.
Mucho Gusto owned by Prince Faisal Bin
Khaled, winner of the Gr.1 Pegasus
World Cup and Tracy Farmer's homebred
Gr.1 Belmont Stakes winner Sir Winston
are also being aimed at The Saudi Cup.
The Awesome Again colt trained by
Mark Casse will also compete in the
upcoming Gr.1 Dubai World Cup, as well.
The 4-year-old Mucho Macho Man colt
was timed in 1:11 4/5, the fastest time
of seven at the distance.

NICHOLAS BACHALARD: A BRIGHT FUTURE
FOR SAUDI RACING

"They have the nicest track after Santa Anita (USA). Most of the international
jockeys who go there rave about the surface."

Nicholas Bachalard, master of Jebel Ali
stables & racecourse is the perfect fit
to share his opinion about Saudi Arabia
and its new race day. French emigre
worked for the Saudi royal family for
over eight years before moving to
Dubai.
He is very familiar with the inner
workings and successes of Saudi
Arabian racing. While comparing the
Gr.1 Dubai World Cup and The Saudi Cup,
he says, “The Dubai World Cup is a wellestablished and truly international race
like The Breeders’ Cup, Kentucky Derby
and the Hong Kong Cup.
I have no doubt that The Saudi Cup will
also prove itself very soon.”
There have been significant highs.
Bachalard has won more than 270 races

in SaudiArabia and saddled three-time
US Grade One winner Ron The Greek to
win The Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques Cup (King’s Cup), in 2015.
“They also have the nicest track after
Santa Anita (USA). Most of the
international jockeys who go there rave
about the surface. It was well-thoughtout and well-built, all of the turns are
banked, it is very horse-friendly, with
very few injuries. If they have that race,
it is sure to be a good stage for it,” he
said. “The ground that surrounds it is
also very well-maintained. Any
international visitor will have a great
experience.
”In2018, When Sheikh Ahmed bin Rashid
Al-Maktoum of Dubai was searching for
a replacement at Jebel Ali Stables for
Gopi Selvaratnam, who replaced his l

ong-serving brother Dhruba, Bachalard
was on the list. He was appointed head
trainer at Jebel Ali Stables and
Racecourse.
Bachalard is no stranger to racing in
Dubai, “One of my most memorable
races in Dubai was when Cigar won the
first Dubai World Cup,” He has had his
highs and lows in the Dubai World Cup
Carnival. His pupil Ron The Greek, trailed
in 12th in the World Cup in 2014. While
Saudi-owned Nashmiah won the UAE
1,000 Guineas in 2017. “
She was the first Saudi-bred horse to
win a pattern race," said Bachalard with
pride. Looking back on his initial contact
with the Royal family of Saudi Arabia he
says, “They contacted me and asked me
whether I was interested in coming to
Saudi Arabia.

I was a bit reluctant at the beginning I
wasn’t sure what I was getting into, but
I spoke to a few friends there, and they
helped me make up my mind, and I have
now been there for eight years.”
"Racing and breeding are constantly
improving in Saudi Arabia. The Saudi Cup
may also give an opportunity to
improve racing facilities available to
locally bred horses.”The top conditioner
is in the process of rebuilding the Jebel
Ali Stables.
They have been purchasing yearlings
and 2YOs in-training since his arrival.
It’s been a slow process but HH Sheikh
Ahmed bin Rashid Al Maktoum but
wanted it done right. Grass racing
offers fewer opportunities during the
UAE season. So, he is keen to develop
dirt horses. Bachalard believes the time
is ripe in Saudi Arabia.
“They have developed a great
International racing program. Saudi
Arabia is opening up and in the next few
years, tourism will develop very well.”
he Saudi’s are lovely people. The culture
in Saudi has also changed. The
infrastructure has come a long way,”

“As long as Saudi Racing keeps getting the support from King Salman and the royal
family, it has a bright future,” said Bachalard.

PREVIEW: SAUDI CUP 2020

The Best Ready To Compete In The Saudi Cup

This week Saudi Arabia plays to the
world's richest horse race with a prize
purse of US$20 million. The worlds
highest-rated horses have encamped at
the King Abdulaziz Racetrack to
compete in the inaugural affair. The
Saudi Cup includes another seven races
on dirt and turf with prizes worth
US$9.2 million. Ten Furlongs look at all
the horses in this august field.
Benbatl: This international son of
Dubawi Al Maktoum Challenge Round 2
with ease most recently in his dirt
debut. The 6YO will face some of the
best international raiders in preparation
for his first Dubai World Cup attempt.
While Benbatl is a respected veteran on
turf, the waters look too deep here.
Capezzano: The winner of the 2020

Firebreak Stakes may be out of his
league in this in-form, top-rated
company. Capezzano does not
enjoy racing off the pace, which means
he will face a stressful first half with
quality speedsters in the mix-up front.
Chrysoberyl: Japan-bred 3Yo Gold Azure
Chrysoberyl went up a gear in the final
50 meters to win the Gr.1 Champions
Cup and remains undefeated in six
starts. He will be one to beat in this
contest of might.
Gronkowski: After landing a wellcontested second place in the Dubai
World Cup (2019), this year, he landed a
un-exciting third in both The Entisar and
Al Maktoum Challenge R2.
It is tough to judge whether he will be

offering a good contest or whether the
bubbly has gone flat.
Great Scot: Saudi interests purchased
him to run in this event, and has been
gelded by may be overmatched for this
contest. Gold Dream: Once again, maybe
over-matched for this contest.
Magic Wand: Adian O'Brien's golden girl,
has the ability to manage racing any
where in the world and give everyone a
run for their money. She is expected to
travel onwards to Dubai after her Saudi
run. In Magic Wand’s most recent start,
she ran a good second in the Pegasus
World Cup Turf Invitational.
Her only disadvantage maybe that this
will be her dirt debut and and her
breeding spells grass on both sides.

Maximum Security: He prefers to set
the pace, but sitting off other horses is
not a problem and maybe necessary
here.McKinzie: Bob Baffert's 6YO has
placed first or runner-up in his 13
starts out of a career of 14 starts.
It is hard to knock McKinzie’s
consistency. In his most recent start,
he ran a good second to Vino Rosso in
the Breeders’ Cup Classic. The 1 1/4mile distance proved a little too far,
and now he cuts back to his favored
nine furlongs. With Baffert in his
corner, he also has an experienced
trainer who knows how to ship to the
Middle East to win.
Midnight Bisou: Knocking a mare who
went 7-for-8 last year, all in graded
stakes, is difficult. She ran a good
second in the Breeders’
up Distaff. But in Midnight Bisou’s
2020 debut, she tackles males for the
first time, competing against a sharp
horses like Maximum Security,
McKinzie and an improving Mucho
Gusto, all while facing the unfamiliar
territory.

Mijack: This local contender won The
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques Cup
earlier this month for horses imported
to Saudi Arabia to secure his spot in the
field. Race officials selected him over
the winner of the other division on the
same card for strictly local
horses. Again, he may be over-matched
in this contest.
Mucho Gusto: Gr.1 Pegasus World Cup
winner-Mucho Gusto was hard-ridden in
the stretch to beat Mr Freeze, and it will
require more to beat his stablemate
McKinzie, let alone Maximum Security.
Mucho Gusto has room to improve as a
4YO.
North America: This speedy 8yo gelding
was all set to win the 2019 Dubai World
Cup again Thunder Snow, if he hadn't
developed feet issues during the
race. Out of the horses shipped in from
Dubai, this one has the most promise.
Tacitus: William Mott's returns to the
track after a layoff of five months
entering this spot. He is in-form and
raring to go.

